ORNAMENTAL PLANTS

County Extension Agent
Beaunont, Texas

Ornanental plants are the primary tool in devel oping
functional and beautiful home grounds; the know edge of
pl ants, their demands, and their proper usage is seldom
under st ood by the honeowner

Every plant in the |andscape should satisfy a definite

| andscape need; otherwi se, it becones an added expense, a
space taker, or a liability rather than an asset to the
homeowner. To achieve full use of a plant in the | andscape,
t he user nust know the plant he chooses - its growth
requirenents and its abilities to satisfy the need for which
it is intended.

The following |ist of plants are broken down into basic or
general usage areas with basic growth demands, plant
characteristics and sizes, and val ues and drawbacks. Common
names and scientific nanes are listed. The scientific nanme
shoul d be used when possi bl e because many pl ants have vari ous
conmon nanmes. Quite often two plants may have the sanme conmon
name. This plant listing is by no neans inclusive.

Smal |l trees are best used as secondary plantings with |arger
trees on the honegrounds. There is no perfect tree. All have
good qualities and bad.

Smal |l Trees:

1. M nosa (Al bizzia julibrissin) Deciduous 35 feet high and w de
Val ues: Dr awbacks
1. Summer bl oons 1. Messy with bl oom
2. Fast and easy growth seed pod, and foliage
3. Fine texture dr oppage
4. A good clinmbing 2. Od strains
tree for children susceptible to wilt

di sease



Redbud (Cerci s canadensi s)

Values: 1. Rich pink or white
bl oonms in spring
before foliage.
2. Yellow fal
3. Fast growth

col or

Dogwood ( Cornus fl orida)

Val ues: 1. Wiite bloons in
early spring
bef ore foliage

Deci duous 20 feet high and wi de
Dr awbacks 1. Short I|ived
(15-20 years)

2. Demands | oose,

organi c soil

3. Susceptible to

| eaf di sease
Deci duous 30 feet high and wi de
Dr awbacks 1. Short-Ilived

(15-20 years)
2. Demands aci d,

2. Medium fast rate | oanmy soils in

of growth parti al shade and

3. Interesting branching sunmer noi sture

4. Deep red fall color

and berries

5. Attracts birds
Anerican Holly (Il ex opaca) Ever green 30 feet conical form
Val ues: 1. Conical evergreen Drawbacks: 1. Rather slow growth

2. Red berries in
fall and wi nter
(on femal e only)

Yaupon (llex vomi toria)

Val ues: 1. Evergreen--
| eggy form
2. Red berries in
fall and wi nter
(femal e only)
3. Easy culture

Dahoon or Cassine Holly
| | ex _cassine)

Val ues: 1. Good evergreen
speci men
2. Rich red berries
3. Adapt abl e

Ever green

2. Susceptible to
scal e, sooty nold, and
white-fly

3. Prefers acid, |oany
soil --may yel |l ow due
to a lack of iron.

15-20 feet hiagh--

Ever gr een

Nar r ow and upri ght

15-20 feet hiagh

Dr awbacks:

1. Rather slow growth



25 feet high and wi de

Gol den Rai n Deci duous
(Koel treuteria panicul at a)
Val ues: 1. Yellow fl owers Dr awbacks:

in late summer and fall
2. Seed pod in late fall
3. Fast growth

4. Yellow fall col or

1. Short lived

(15-20 years)

2. May be injured

by severe winter cold
3. Susceptible to

nm nor insects and

di seases.

15-20 feet high-1eqgy

Crape Myrtle Deci duous
(Lagerstroenia indica)
Val ues: 1. Summer fl owers Dr awbacks:

(red, pink, purple,

or white); long period
of bl oom

2. Leggy, upright form
3. Vivid fall color

4. Easy culture--fast

1. Prefers sunny

| ocations only

2. Susceptible to
scale and white-fly
3. Susceptible to
m | dew (near east
variety m | dew

resi stant)

15-25 feet hiagh

growt h
Japanese Magnol i as Deci duous
(various varieties)
Val ues: 1. Abundant bl oom Dr awbacks:

in early spring
bef ore foliage

2. Low branched
3. Gows in sun
or shade

4. Good in mass
pl antings or as a
si ngl e specinmen

1. Difficult to

t ranspl ant

2. Prefers acid soils
whi ch are | oany and
wel | - drai ned.

3. Susceptible to
scale and m | dew

4. Late cold may
injure early bl oons.



10.

11.

12.

13.

Wax Myrtle (Myrica cerifera) Evergreen 15-20 feet high and
W de
Val ues: 1. Neutral green
year round
2. Fast rate of
gr owt h
3. Easy culture--
sun or shade
4. WIIl stand npi st
or wet areas and
salt conditions
5. May be pruned to
form | eggy trunks
Par ki nsonia or Jersal eum Deci duous 25 feet high and wi de
Thorn (Parkinsoni a acul eat a)
Val ues: 1. Fine, graceful Dr awbacks: 1. Very thorny
texture 2. Difficult to
2. Open character t ranspl ant
3. Yellow flowers 3. Prefers sun and
all summer dry soi
4. Fast growth 4. May be injured
by hard freeze
Lonbar dy Popl ar Deci duous 30 feet high--
(Populus nigra italica) narrow form
Val ues: 1. Fast growth Dr awbacks: 1. Demands noi sture
2. Narrow, upright 2. Short-lived
form (10 years)
3. Highly susceptible
to borers
4. Damagi ng, fiberous
root system
5. Weak wooded
Cherry Laural Ever green 25 feet

Prunus caroli ni ana

Val ues: 1. Smal |,
ever green
2. Fast growth

upri ght

3. Fruit attracts birds

4. Easy cul ture--
sun or shade



14.

15.

16.

17.

Chi nese Tal | ow
(Sapi um sebi ferum)

Val ues: 1. Excellent fall
col or
2. Rapid rate of
gr owt h

3. Easy culture
4. Attractive seed
pod in fall

Sassafras
(Sassafras varifolium

Val ues: 1. Flowers and
i nteresting
branching in
early spring
2. Easy culture--

sun or shade
3. Excellent fall
col or

Deci duous

30 feet

1. Seed pod may

upri ght character

Dr awbacks:
be messy
2. Severe cold
may i njure
Deci duous 30 feet--
Dr awbacks:

4. Rapid rate of growth

1. Suckers badly
2. May be difficult
to obtain

Japanese Plum or Loquat Evergreen 15-20 feet high

(Eriobotrya japonica)

Val ues: 1. Small evergreen Dr awbacks: 1. Susceptible to
2. Rapid rate of fireblight disease
growt h 2. Does best in
3. Coarse, |arge poor soi
textured foliage 3. Prefers shady
4. Flowers and fruit condi tions
5. Easy cul ture--
tend to prefer shade
or sem -shade

Chi naberry (Melia azadarack) Deci duous 20 feet high and w de

Val ues: 1. Lavender | ate Dr awbacks: 1. Messy with
sunmer bl oons droppage of fruit
2. Oriental character and tw gs
or effect 2. Poi sonous
3. Colorful yellow 3. Short-1lived
fruit in |ate sumrer 4. Susceptible

and fall

to scal e



18.

19.

20.

21.

Crabapples (Ml us varieties) Deci duous 20 f eet
Val ues: 1. Abundant spring Dr awbacks: 1. Susceptible to
fl owers--pi nks and fireblight and
whi t es ot her conmon
2. Attractive fruit appl e di seases
dependi ng on variety 2. Prefers sun
3. Medium fast rate 3. Demands reasonabl e
of growth cold winter to flower
and perform well
Red Buckeye (aesculus pavia) Deci duous 10-15 feet
Val ues: 1. Striking red Dr awbacks: 1. Poi sonous
spi kes of bl oons seed pod
in late spring 2. Prefers acid
2. Fast growth soil of | oany
3. Attractive texture and sem
fol i age or partial shade
3. May be difficult
to obtain
Eucal yptus - Silver Dollar Ever green 15-25 feet

tree
(Eucal yptus varieties

Val ues: 1. Attractive
silver-gray foliage
2. Upright, grace-
ful form

Japanese Red Mapl e

(Acer pal mat um at r opur pureum
Val ues: 1. Rich wine | eaf
col or
2. OQutstanding fall
col or

3. Very good tub or
pot speci nen

Suggest ed vari eties:

E. Pol vant heme

E. Ci nerea

1. May be injured

2. Needs staking as
may beconme top heavy

Dr awbacks:
by severe col d--
needs protection
Deci duous 12-15 feet
Dr awbacks:

1. Expensive and
sonetinmes difficult
to obtain

2. Slow rate of
growt h

3. Prefers |ight
shade, yet colors
best in sun



22.

23.

24,

25.

Mbor ai ne Honeyl ocust Deci duous

15-20 feet

(deditsia triacanthos noraine)

Val ues: 1. Attractive--fine Drawbacks: 1. Weak wooded
textured--yel | ow 2. Sometinmes
green foliage susceptible to
2. Attractive yellow borers
fall col or 3. Denmands sun
3. Fast growth

Ornanental Pear or Deci duous 25-30 feet

Callery Pear

(Pyrus call ervana)

Val ues: 1. Spring pear Dr awbacks: 1. Droppage of
bl oomrs smal | and abundant
2. Yell ow green fruit
foliage 2. Slightly
3. Mediumto fast susceptible to
rate of growth fireblight disease
4. Attractive vasal
shape or form
5. Yellow fall color

Purple-leaf Plum Deci duous 15-20 feet

(Prunus blireiana Newport

Val ues: 1. Rich wine |eaf Dr awbacks: 1. Susceptible to
col or fruit tree di seases
2. Attractive and and i nsects
edible fruit
3. Attractive accent
tree

Deci duous Holly or Possumhaw Deci duous 10-15 feet

(Il ex decidua)

Val ues: 1. Attractive red Dr awbacks: 1. Susceptible to

or orange berries
(on femal e only)

in fall and w nter
when plant is void
of foliage

2. Easy culture, sun
or part shade--

very adaptabl e

tent-caterpillars
and aphi ds



26.

Silver

Fri nge tree or

Grancy- G ay

Bear d
( Chi onant hus viraqi ni cus)

Val ues: 1.
foliage

2. Attractive silver-

whi te panicl es

3. Easy culture,

or shade

Mapl e - \White Popl ar

(Popul us al ba)

28.

29.

Val ues: 1. Fast growth
2. Silver-gray
foliage

Fruitless Mil berry
(Morus alba "fruitless"

Val ues: 1.
gr owt h
2. Attractive
foliage

3. Low branched

for clinbing

Vitex or Chase tree
(Vitex agnus-castus)

Val ues: 1.

2. Fast growth

3. Easy culture--

prefers sun

Rapid rate of

Spi kes of bl ue
bl oons i n sunmmer

Attractive green

sun

1. May be difficult

3. Only the fenale

upri ght

and sprouts badly
2. Susceptible to

3. Damagi ng fiberous

1. Susceptible to

Deci duous 10-15 feet
Dr awbacks:
to obtain
2. Slow growth
pl ant bl oons
4. Prefers acid,
| oanmy soils
Deci duous 25-30 feet,
Dr awbacks: 1. Suckers and
borers
roots
Deci duous 15-20 feet
Dr awbacks:
| eaf di seases
2. May sucker or
send out sprouts
Deci duous 10-15 feet




30.

31.

30 feet

Ri ver Birch (Betula nigra) Deci duous
Val ues: 1. Rapid growth Dr awbacks:
rate
2. Graceful branches

3. Bark peels off to
expose interesting
texture and col or

4. Yellow fall col or

1. Susceptible to
| eaf insects, aphids
and caterpillars

25-30 feet

5. Tall, upright form
Chi nese Parasol tree or Deci duous
Varni sh tree
(Firm ana sinpl ex)
Val ues: 1. Unusual upright Dr awbacks:
formw th no
branchi ng except
at top--parasol shape

2. Rapid rate of
growt h

3. Large coarse
textured foliage

4. Yellow fall color
5. Interesting seed
pod in fall

1. Large | eaves
may be nessy



