ORNAMENTAL PLANTS

County Extension Agent
Beaunont, Texas

Ornanental plants are the primary tool in devel oping
functional and beautiful home grounds; the know edge of
pl ants, their demands, and their proper usage is seldom
under st ood by the honeowner

Every plant in the |andscape should satisfy a definite

| andscape need; otherwi se, it becones an added expense, a
space taker, or a liability rather than an asset to the
homeowner. To achieve full use of a plant in the | andscape,
t he user nust know the plant he chooses - its growth
requirenents and its abilities to satisfy the need for which
it is intended.

The following |ist of plants are broken down into basic or
general usage areas with basic growth demands, plant
characteristics and sizes, and val ues and drawbacks. Common
names and scientific nanes are listed. The scientific nanme
shoul d be used when possi bl e because many pl ants have vari ous
conmon nanmes. Quite often two plants may have the sanme conmon
name. This plant listing is by no neans inclusive.

F. Large Trees--Large trees in the | andscape are primarily
sel ected for shade purposes. The ideal tree does not exist.
A tall tree may have beautiful flowers which may be foll owed
by objectionable fruit or seed pod. A fast growing tree may
be brittle and short |ived.

The first consideration in selecting a tree is to know the
tree's characteristics, its growi ng habits, size, and

requi renments. Determne the characteristics which best fit
t he | andscape need, and choose the tree accordingly.



Large Trees

1.

Red Mapl e (Acer Rubrum

Val ues: 1. Red flowers in
spring
2. Wnged red fruit
following flowers
3. WII growin wet
or noi st conditions
4. Red, orange, and
yell ow fall col or
5. General neat
appear ance

Silver Maple or Sugar Maple Deciduous

Deci duous

(Acer _saccharum

Val ues: 1. Yell ow- orange,

Dr awbacks:

red fall col or

2. Clean in appearance
3. Easy culture

4. Fast growth

Box El der (Acer negundo)

Val ues: 1. Fast growth

Deci duous

Dr awbacks:

2. Yellow fall col or
3. Easy culture

Cat al pa
(Cat al pa bi gnoni oi des)

Val ues: 1. Easy culture
2. Clusters of white
flowers in early
sumrer
3. Seed pod in winter
4. Large coarse
textured | eaves

Deci duous

60 feet high and
45 feet w de

60 feet high and

40 feet wi de

1. Brittle

br anches

2. Susceptible
to insects and
fungus di seases

40- 60 feet

1. Brittle

br anches

2. Short lived
3. Susceptible to
di seases

60 feet



G nkgo (G nkgo)

Val ues: 1. Long lived
2. Very clean
3. Yellow fal

col or

4. Good street tree
5. Easy culture

Pecan (Carya varieties)

Val ues: 1. Early to | ose
| eaves and | ate
to nmake foliage

in spring
2. Nuts

3. Good shade

Sweet gum (Li qui danbar
styraciflua)

Val ues: 1. Fall color

2. Easy culture
3. Upright, neat

form

Sout hern Magnoli a
(Magnolia grandifl ora)

Val ues: 1. Long lived

Deci duous

Dr awbacks:

Deci duous

Dr awbacks:

80 feet

1. May be

difficult to

obt ain

2. Slow rate of

gr owt h

3. Must choose the
mal e tree for planting
as femal e has

obj ectionable fruit

60-80 feet

Deci duous

Dr awbacks:

Evergreen

Dr awbacks:

2. dossy, evergreen

coarse textured

foliage

3. Large white,
fragrant bl oons

begi nning in
early sunmer

4. Attractive seed

pod

1. Common pecan

i nsects and

di seases

2. Root system may
be damagi ng

60-80 feet

1. Difficult to
t ranspl ant
2. Seed balls

60-80 feet

1. Relatively

sl ow growt h

2. Susceptible to
scal e i nsects and
| eaf di seases

3. Prefers acid,

| oose organic
soi |



10.

11.

12.

80-100 feet

Sycanmore (Pl ant anus Deci duous
occidentalis)
Val ues: 1. Fast growth Dr awbacks:
2. Attractive
trunks and |i nbs
3. Easy culture
Loblolly Pine (Pinus taeda) Evergreen
Val ues: 1. Relative fast Dr awbacks:
growt h
2. Evergreen--
fine textured
to allow filtered
shade
3. Easy culture if
within native
growt h area
Shortl eaf Pine Evergreen
(Pi nus echi nat a)
Val ues: 1. Makes | ow Dr awbacks:
branched,
screening tree
2. Fast growth
Longl eaf Pi ne Ever green
Val ues: 1. Long graceful Dr awbacks:

needl es- - open
character
2. ldeal
tree

speci men

3. Relatively disease

free

1. Messy leaf and

seed-bal |l droppage
2. Susceptible to

| eaf diseases

3. Root system can
be damagi ng

60-80 feet

1. Susceptible to
typi cal pine

i nsects and di seases
2. Pollen at bl oom
may be obj ectionabl e

40-60 feet

1. Prefers sandy
soils

2. Susceptible to
conmon pine insects
and di seases

60-80 feet

1. Slow growth
as young tree



13.

14.

Oaks (Quercus varieties)

a. Water Oak (Q. nigra) Deci duous
1. Fast growth
2. Relatively clean
3. Gets heart rot
4. Dead branches occur
5. Slow to shed its
foliage in wnter
b. WIllow OGCak (Q. phellos) Deciduous
1. Long lived
2. Shiny, green foliage
C. Live Gak (Q. virginiana)
1. Easy culture

2. Vigorous root system
may be damagi ng

3. Mediumto slowrate
of growth

4. Long

lived

d. Post Oak (Q. stellata) Deciduous

Evergreen

1. Large, stately tree

2. Easy culture
3. Long lived
e. Shumard Red Oak Deci duous
1. Good red fall color
2. Long lived
3. Very clean in appearance
4. Easy culture

Weeping W11l ow Deci duous

(Sal i x _babyl oni ca)

Val ues: 1.
2.

Fast growth Dr awbacks:

Fi ne textured--

graceful form

3. Excellent accent
tree

4. Yellow fall col or

60-80 feet

60-80 feet

40 feet high--
twi ce as wi de

60-80 feet

60-80 feet

50 feet high and wi de

1. Best in noist
condi tions

2. Short lived

3. Weak wooded

4. Fi berous root
system nay be
damagi ng

5. Because of spread,
must all ow | arge
growi ng area



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

American Elm
(U mus anericana)

Val ues: Vasal form

Deci duous

Dr awbacks:

1.
2. Yellow fall col or
3. Good street tree
4. Easy culture

Tulip tree or Yell ow Popl ar Deci duous
(Liriodendron tulipifera)
Val ues: 1. Upright form Dr awbacks:

2. Clean and neat

i n appearance

3. Yellow fall color
4. Attractive flowers

Cypress or Bald Cypress
(Taxodi um di sti chum

Val ues: 1. Beautiful new
foliage in spring
2. WIIl grow in wet
condi tions
3. Fine textured
foliage
4. Conical form
(not a good shade
tree form
5. Easy cul ture--
prefers sun

Deci duous
_conifer

60-80 feet

1. Fi berous roots
may be damagi ng

60- 80 feet hiagh
40 feet w de

1. Somewhat

t enperanental in
culture

2. Demands npi sture

60-80 feet high

60-80 feet

1. Termnal may die

Deodara Cedar (Cedrus deodara) Ever green
Val ues: 1. Conical form Dr awbacks:
2. Fine textured--
graceful branching
3. Blue-green foliage
4. Excellent specinen
tree
Hackberry (Celtis | avigata) Deci duous
Val ues: 1. Easy culture Dr awbacks:

whi ch often nars
t he beauty of the
tree form

2. Slow rate of
growt h

3. Low branched,

t hus not a good
shade tree

50-70 feet

1. Weak wooded

2. Relatively fast
growt h

2. Berries which
birds distribute



20.

21.

Bl ackgum or Bl ack Tupel o
(Nyssa syl vatica)

Val ues: 1. Upright form-
hori zont al
branchi ng
2. Vivid red fall
col or
3. Neat in appearance

Ari zona Ash
( Fr axi nus berl andi eri ana)

Val ues: 1. Rich green
foliage
2. Fast growth
3. Easy culture
4. Attractive seed
pod

Deci duous

Dr awbacks:

Deci duous

Dr awbacks:

60-80 feet

1. Difficult to

t ranspl ant

2. Likes noisture
and may be

t enperanmental in
cul ture

40-60 feet

1. Remains in
weak condition
several years
after planting,

t hus suscepti bl e
to borers



