ORNAMENTAL PLANTS
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Ornanmental plants are the primary tool in devel opi ng functiona
and beautiful home grounds; the know edge of plants, their
demands, and their proper usage is seldom understood by the
homeowner .

Every plant in the | andscape should satisfy a definite | andscape
need; otherw se, it becones an added expense, a space taker, or
aliability rather than an asset to the homeowner. To achieve
full use of a plant in the |andscape, the user nust know the
pl ant he chooses - its growth requirenents and its abilities to
satisfy the need for which it is intended.

The following list of plants are broken down into basic or

gener al usage areas wth basic growth demands, pl ant
characteristics and sizes, and val ues and drawbacks. Common
nanes and scientific nanes are |isted. The scientific nane

shoul d be used when possi bl e because many plants have vari ous
common nanmes. Quite often two plants may have the same common
name. This plant listing is by no neans inclusive.

Ground Covers - Surface plants to cover ground area usually
mai nt ai ned at a height | ess than 18 i nches. G ound cover plants
shoul d be vi gorous, dense foliage and a spreadi ng habit so as to
adequately cover soil areas. G ound covers should be evergreen
and wi nter hardy and may be a vine or |ow shrub. G ound covers
are often used in tight leftover areas so as to reduce |awn
mai nt enance in such areas. Plant selections for ground covers
should require little or no nai ntenance.

a. English Ivy (Hedera helix) - Best in shade - fast
growing - evergreen dense vine - propagated from
runners or cuttings - likes noisture - harmess to
trees - other varieties with varying size and col or of
| eaf .

b. Ajuga (A uga repens) - Shade or partial sun - one to

three inches high - fast growth - evergreen - |ikes
| oanmy, well-drained soil - spikes of blue flowers in
spring - good for rock gardens and small areas -

green, bronze, or purple variegated varieties - wll
overcrowd itself and is susceptible to crown rot and
southern wilt; thus, it is recommended for small
ar eas.



Conf ederat e or St ar Jasni ne (Trachel osper mum
j asm noi des) - Fast grow ng, evergreen, tw ning vine -
sun or shade.

Dwarf Junipers - Nunmerous varieties - juniperus
procunbens and Juni perous horizontalis "Bar Harbor"
good exanples - blue-green evergreen foliage, dense
growt h, demands sun and well-drained soil - good for

rock gardens - susceptible to red spider and bagworm

Trailing Lantana (Lantana sellow ana) and other
varieties - tolerates poor soil - prefers sun -
senm ever green - abundant | avender bloons all sumrer -
trailing type.

Liriope (Liriope nuscari) - sun or shade - spike type
foliage on plants which clunp - |avender-blue spike
flowers in sumrer - several varieties with Liriope
maj estic having a double bloom and a variegated
variety.

Monkey Grass or Mindo Grass (Ophiopogon, Mondo
j aponi cum - Sun or shade - very hardy - easy culture.

Pl umbago (Plunbago capensis) - Best in sun or
sem shade - not winter hardy but returns in spring -
blue flowers all sumrer into fall - a shrub standing
three feet high with a vining character - easy
cul ture.

Strawberry Begonia (Saxifrage decipiens) - Shade or
filtered sun - hugs ground - spreads by runners -

| i kes nmoisture - tends to die back if exposed to too
much summer heat - good in rock gardens - rose col ored
foliage in winter - recommended for small areas.

Cast lron plants (Aspidistra) - Rugged-sun or shade -
prefers shade - stands two feet high - |arge coarse
textured | eaves - evergreen but dies back with severe
cold to return in spring - variegated variety.

Japanese Pur pl e Honeysuckl e (Lonicera japonica
chinensis) - Sun or partial shade - shrub with vining
characteristics - dense evergreen - rugged -
honeysuckl e bloonms in late spring or early sumrer -
purple foliage in fall and winter - fast grow ng.

Vinca Periw nkle (Vinca major) - Shade or partial sun
- fast growi ng, evergreen, twining vine - blue flowers
in late spring - nounds up to 18 inches - recomended
for large areas, ditch banks, rock gardens, etc. -
al so vari egated variety.




Ver bena (Species) - Denmands sun and good drai nage -
vivid bl oons; various colors depending on variety -
not conpletely winter hardy - susceptible to red
spi der, |eaf m ner, and aphids.

Silvermound (Senecio) - Sun - nmounds of fine, textured
silver or green depending on variety - small heads of
yellow bloonms in md to |ate summer - may be damaged
by cold but returns in spring - fast growth.

Dusty Mller (Senecio cineraria) - Full sun - grows to
30 inches - sumrer flowering - attractive silver-gray
foliage - nmay be danaged by cold but returns in spring
- fast growth.

Moss Phl ox (Phlox subulata) - Low nassive evergreen
whi ch creeps across ground surface providing vivid
pi nk bloons in early spring - evergreen - sun or
partial shade - fast growth - recomended for rock

gardens, bed borders, and small areas.

Festuca - Rounded nmounds of silver-gray grass -
demands sun and wel |l -drained soils - evergreen - fast
growh - good for rock gardens or interplanted in a

rock ground cover.

W nter Creeper or Creeping Euonymus (Euonymnus fortunei
and varieties) - Evergreen creeping character - rather
sparse, thus does not provide a solid cover and will
of ten appear nessy and unkept.

Daylilies (Hemerocallis) - Sun or sem shade - form
dense clunps which provide rich sumrer bl oonms - easy
cul ture nunerous varieties - fast growmth - susceptible
to aphids.



