ORNAMENTAL PLANTS
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Beaunont, Texas

Ornanental plants are the primary tool in devel oping
functional and beautiful home grounds; the know edge of
pl ants, their demands, and their proper usage is seldom
under st ood by the honeowner

Every plant in the |andscape should satisfy a definite

| andscape need; otherwi se, it becones an added expense, a
space taker, or a liability rather than an asset to the
homeowner. To achieve full use of a plant in the | andscape,
t he user nust know the plant he chooses - its growth
requirenents and its abilities to satisfy the need for which
it is intended.

The following |ist of plants are broken down into basic or
general usage areas with basic growth demands, plant
characteristics and sizes, and val ues and drawbacks. Common
names and scientific nanes are listed. The scientific nanme
shoul d be used when possi bl e because many pl ants have vari ous
conmon nanmes. Quite often two plants may have the sanme conmon
name. This plant listing is by no neans inclusive.

C. Smal | Shrubs - Dwarf Shrubs - In recent years, plant
breeders have introduced many new and outstanding small or
dwarf shrubs. Mdern | andscapes call for these plants which
mai ntain a small dwarf-like effect. Normally, a dwarf plant
is one that generally does not exceed three feet in ultinmate
hei ght. Mst dwarf plants are adaptable to planter boxes and
tub plantings, or in restricted areas.

a. Dwarf Yaupon (Il ex vomtoria nana) - Evergreen and
fine textured - two feet high and w de - does not
produce berries - nmediumto slow rate of growth -
grows in sun or shade.

b. Dwar f Banmboo (Banbusa sasa pygara) - One foot in
hei ght - evergreen - spreading clunps - sun or shade
- winter hardy.

cC. Dwarf Purple-leaf Barberry (Berberis) - Mist have
sun for good color - one foot in height and width -
medi um rate of grow h.



Dwar f Sasanqua (Canellia sasanqua) - Many good
varieties - fall and winter flowering - prefers acid
soil and sem or partial shade but will grow in ful
sun.

Holly Fern (Crytom um fal catum - Evergreen hardy
fern - slow growth to 18 inches high - nust have
shade and cool, well-drained soil - very good pot
pl ant .

Dwarf Juni pers (Several good varieties) - Mist have
sun and well-drained soils - |ow and conpact -
attractive blue to silver foliage - fine texture -
susceptible to spider mtes and bagworm

Lant ana (Several good varieties) - Likes sun -
sunmer fl owering, yellow, orange, pink, or white
dependi ng on variety - winter kills but returns in
spring - fast grow h.

Dwar f Pomegranate (Punica granatum nana) - Deci duous
shrub growing 3 to 4 feet high - fine texture -

smal | orange blooms in sumer - nmediumto slow rate
of growt h.

Aspidistra (Aspidistra elatior) - Leafy evergreen
growmng to two feet high - very rugged - prefers
shade but will grow in sun - slowrate of growth -
winter kills but will return.

Dwarf or Kurunme Azal eas (Azal ea Obtusum) - Many
varieties - evergreen slow growing to 2-3 feet -
spring flowering of pink, white, red, and sal non
flowers. Denmands acid soil and prefers shade -
mul ch to protect shallow roots - nust have | oose
organi c soil

Boxwood (Buxus varieties) - Slow growi ng evergreen -
two to three feet general height but gets |arger -
will take severe clipping and pruning - grows in sun
or shade - susceptible to nemat odes.

Cycad or Sago Palm (Cycas revoluta) - Evergreen, 3-4
feet in height and width - very slow growing - sun
or shade, yet does best in protected shaded areas -
not conpletely winter hardy; nmay need protection.

Leat her-1 eaf Mahonia (Mahonia belaii) - Evergreen -




upright growmth to 3-4 feet tall - very slow growth -
must have shade - clusters of yellow spi ked bl oons
in fall - bluish-purple berries in February or early
spri ng.

Dwar f Nandi na - Low, conpact, and evergreen - rich
fall color - sun or shade - easy growi ng - slow
gr owi ng.

Dwarf Pyracantha (Pyracantha "tiny tim') - Conpact
evergreen which is not as thorny as | arge Pyracantha

- rich red-orange berries in late fall until early
spring - three feet in height or may be pruned
| ower .

| ndi an_or Yeddo Hawt horne (Raphi ol epis unbell ata
ovata) - A nunber of varieties - sone conpact;

ot hers open in character - evergreen and sl ow
growing - clusters of soft pink, white, or bright
pi nk bl oons in late spring - grows in sun or shade.

Fatsia (Fatsia japonica) - Evergreen tropical coarse
textured plant - 3-4 feet in height - nust have
shade - nmediumslow rate of growth - may get scale

i nsects.

Dwarf Yucca (Yucca filinmentosa) - Typical Yucca form
reaching only two feet in height - waxy-white bl oons
on long stock in late spring into sunmer - grows in
sun or shade.

Dwarf Chinese Holly (Il ex cornuta "rotunda") - Dense
evergreen growh to three feet - sun or shade -
medi um sl ow rate of growh - no berries.

Dwarf Holly (Ilex cornuta rotendifolia) - very dwarf
and conpact.

Aucuba (Aucuba japonica) - Upright evergreen 2-3
feet in height--slow grow ng--nust have shade- -
vari egated varieties--sonetinmes called "Gold Dust”
pl ant .

Japanese bl ack Pine (Pinus Thunbergi) - Evergreen
scul ptural form-3-4 feet in height--slow grow ng--
typi cal pine foliage and growth habit sun or shade--
an excellent accent plant.




Japanese Purpl e Honeysuckle (Lonicer japonica
chi nensis) - Munding type shrub--2 to 3 feet in
hei ght - - evergreen--fragrant honeysuckl e bloons in

| ate spring--purple winter color--fast growth--sun
or partial shade.




