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Well we are on the short side of summer and the dog days will soon be behind us.  If you 
remember from my last newsletter I said this year would be one to write down in the books 
for Agriculture Producers… It looks like I was correct, my words were “I suspect this one 
will be written down in the books. There are lots of things unstable right now…it’s going 
to be interesting to see the out come.” 

Fact of the matter is cattle prices have been good and even record shattering, but fuel prices 
continue to be an issue , along with fertilizer. But for hay producers fertilizer wasn’t the big 
concern. My prayer for soil moisture went unanswered, “Who dreamed that drought condi-
tions would be this bad. Texas has experienced dry conditions in years past but this was/is 
a record.  

On the bright side… our little southeast corner is the greenest spot in Texas. Late summer 
rains have blessed us with some green grass. I have traveled far west and it’s a sad site for 
our fellow agriculture producers.  There is a distinguished line between green forage and 
burned over range land out west. Livestock Commissions set records with daily cattle sales 
and now I watch hay haulers run the roads trying to supply hay for the remaining cattle in 
Texas.  We (Southeast Texas) are fortunate to have received some recent rains and have a 
little grass.  I hope as we move into Fall, we have some moisture and are able to make hay 
for ourselves and some for our fellow livestock producers across the state. Texas is in a 
bare bones disaster for forage. If you are fortunate to get enough hay made for yourselves 
and consider selling to our fellow livestock producers, I ask that we are mindful of our fel-
low livestock producers. I don’t know anyone that have enough hay to give away, but I ask 
you to be fair in your dealings.  

After hurricane Ike I personally unloaded truck after truck of donated hay for our local 
livestock producers during our disaster with the surge water.  Lots of donated supplies 
came to our need during that time period.  I hope we can make enough  forage to return the 
favor, by selling hay to our fellow  partners at a fair price.  

“ I pray for a day soon when all the stock tanks are full, barns 
from my cattle guard  to yours are at capacity with soft Bermuda 
grass hay, the cattle are tight-hided, laid under a oak tree chew-

ing on her cud, on a breezy afternoon”  

     Ricky Thompson 
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TSCRA Cattlemen’s Column: Registering your brand is the first step to 
prevent cattle theft By: Joe Parker, Jr. 

There are 3 things we ranchers seem to deal with on a regular basis: government, Mother Nature and cattle 
thieves. We can’t always control how the government regulates our industry, and we can’t ever control the 
hand that Mother Nature deals us. But we can work to protect ourselves against cattle thieves by branding 
our livestock. 

Branding is a tradition in Texas. Since before the 1800s, Texas ranchers have used brands to identify their 
livestock and help prevent cattle theft—a phenomenon that still happens pretty frequently in Texas today. In 
fact, in 2010, the number of cattle reported missing or stolen to the Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers 
Association (TSCRA) was approximately 7,700, an increase of 220 percent from 2007. 

In 1877, the Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association (TSCRA) was created with the objective of 
preventing cattle theft. While TSCRA has evolved and expanded over the past century, preventing and solv-
ing agricultural crimes, especially cattle theft, remains the foundation of the association. Law enforcement 
is such a priority for TSCRA that the association employees 30 special rangers stationed all over Texas and 
Oklahoma whose main objective is to protect ranchers from thieves. 

Ask any 1 of the 30 special rangers and they’ll tell you the best way to prevent cattle theft is to brand, and in 
the instance that branded cattle are stolen, they are much more likely to be recovered than unbranded cattle. 
Last year alone, TSCRA special rangers recovered or accounted for more than $3.6 million worth of stolen 
property, much of which were stolen cattle. 

The rangers have a high success rate partly because TSCRA hosts the nation’s largest brand recording and 
retrieval system—the first place checked when a special ranger receives a theft call. The database is updated 
daily by TSCRA market inspectors who collect brands and other identifying marks on 4 million cattle sold 
at 105 Texas livestock auctions. 

While there is no law requiring you to brand your livestock, if you do brand, there is a law requiring that 
you register your brand with the county clerk’s office every 10 years. Beginning Aug. 31, 2011 and 
running through Feb. 29, 2012, all Texas brands, whether old or new, must be re-
registered in the county or counties where you operate. If you don’t re-register your brand dur-
ing that time period, then your brand is up for grabs by anyone who may want it. It’s also important to know 
that it is against the law to use a brand that isn’t registered. 

To make the re-registration process a little simpler, TSCRA has put together a website, 
www.tscrabrands.com, which has all the information and forms needed to re-register your brands. Here you 
can find lists of brands by county, guides on how to design and read brands and contact information for all 
the county clerks. 

It’s a tough climate for Texas ranchers right now, both literally and politically. We can’t always control the 
government and we certainly can’t control Mother Nature, but we can work to protect our investment from 
thieves. 

The first step is to re-register your brand. 

Joe Parker Jr. is a third generation rancher from Clay County, Texas. He is president of the Texas and 
Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association. He is also chairman of the board and president of the First Nation-
al Bank of Byers. 



 

 

State Climatologist on the latest drought information 

The drought in Texas continues to worsen as most areas in the state have yet to receive the sig-
nificant rainfall needed to help start pulling out of drought conditions, according to Texas' state climatologist. 

"If we don't get 4.5 inches of rain between now and the end of September, we will have the driest one year period ever sur-
passing 1956, which is the drought of record for most places," said Dr. John Nielsen-Gammon, Texas State Climatologist and 
professor of atmospheric sciences at Texas A&M University. "Since October 1 (2010), we've had a little more than 9 inches of 
rain on average for the state; normal would be about 23 inches, so we're well below 50 percent." 

Nielsen-Gammon said that the outlook for the typically wettest months of the year-September and October-and the winter 
looked quite promising until the last month or so. However, he said this outlook can change as fast as the Texas weather. 

"Some of the indications now say that we might see another La Nina developing, which will tilt the odds toward another dry 
winter," he said. "The thing to worry about is the 50 percent chance of a La Nina this winter and the possibility that the 
drought will continue and water supplies will continue to get worse." 

If the drought continues as it has thus far, Nielsen-Gammon suspects that "sometime next year, some places in the state will 
exceed their drought of record, and with the increase of population and the increase of water use, we'll start seeing some se-
rious problems." 

He said the hope is that during the next few months entities such as municipalities, water districts and other water managers 
and controllers will work out and try to figure out, "Well, what would happen if we had another dry year like this one? How 
much projection in water use would that be? What restrictions would we have to put in? What's our fallback position if we 
have to get water from another source? Is that fallback position a source for 10 other locations? They may not be able to sup-
ply us." 

"Not often you can see a disaster coming a year in advance, and there's certainly the odds are against a disaster next year, 
but the odds are a lot better now than they would be in other years," Nielsen-Gammon said. "So this is a rare opportunity to 
plan ahead for a disaster that may be coming and prevent it from becoming a disaster." 

During this time of drought, he reminds everyone to keep water conservation practices in mind. Separate optional uses of 
water, such as watering lawns to keep them green, from mandatory uses of water like drinking water. 

"The more water that gets conserved now, the more water is available for next year if the drought goes on into next year," 
Nielsen-Gammon said. More drought and water conservation information can be found through the Texas Water Resources 
Institute website at twri.tamu.edu  
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HAY IS A BIG CONCERN 

If you are selling quality hay,  

Or if you need help locating hay,  

Please call or email us today!   

we will try to help you too! 

 

 

Ranchers from around the state are looking for quality hay 

 at a reasonable price. 

After Hurricane Ike, fellow ranchers from across the country lent their  

support during our time of need, now it’s time to give THEM a hand. 

Memo: 

 If you are buying or selling hay, know the nutritional value of it 

 Be sure your nutritional value in the hay + supplemental additive =  

     to meet the cows need 

 If possible go view the hay before purchasing  

 Be reasonable about pricing your hay  

 Don’t sell anything you wouldn’t buy for yourself 

 

(409) 835-8461 or  r-thompson@tamu.edu 
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Nutritional Tips:   

 Selling nursing calves, very old or very young commercial cows can stretch your feeding resources and dollar by 
1/3 or more. In a drought cattle will be deficient in all nutrients (energy, protein, vitamins, minerals and water). Water is 
the first limiting nutrient in many pastures. Cattle will require about 1 gallon of water per 100 lbs of body weight (plus 5 
or more gallons if they are lactating) of good quality water. Water from ponds and dirt tanks will have significantly re-
duced quality (increased salt or mineral content) as they dry up. In addition there could be toxic algae blooms or poison-
ous plants growing near them. If possible these should fenced off. Check water daily. The next two nutrients of im-
portance are protein and energy. Cattle eat to satisfy gut fill and this is associated with their energy intake. Cattle can eat 
about 2-2.5% of their body weight (24 – 30 lbs) for a 1200 lb cow. When forages are dry, this limits their intake to less 
than 2% causing them to lose condition (weight). Supplementing these dry forages with .4 lb protein (from any source) 
can improve the digestibility of these forages and improve intake. Cattle usually require about 2 lbs of crude protein per 
day. Most dry grass is averaging 5% so only about ½ of their protein is being supplied by grazing. The rest will need to 
be supplemented. Grain can be fed in small amounts daily to stretch or substitute for low hay supply or quality (1 lb grain 
= 2.5 lb hay). Cattle should be supplied vitamins (either injectable or fed) and a good mineral mix, especially phospho-
rous (8-12%) and salt. Some feeds have minerals and vitamins in them and these can be good sources if consumption is at 
the recommended level. Cattle should be monitored for dust pneumonia, external parasites, con-
sumption of toxic plants and other nonfeed items (bones, plastic bags, etc). In the south and west, 
ranchers are burning prickly pear as a supplement but even the quality of the pear is much lower 
than in previous years. Cattle fed pear need a good protein supplement plus salt to keep from 
forming fiber balls. Cattle will eat 60-120 pads per head per day and need to be fed daily to keep 
them from eating unburned pads with spines. For more information on drought management 
(culling, feeding, water, etc) go to http://beef.tamu.edu 


